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September 2014-May 2015 
Naomi Berrie Diabetes Center Conference Schedule 

Thursdays, 9-10 am 
Russ Berrie Building, 1st Floor Conference Room 2 (**unless noted) 

Date Speaker Topic 

September 18 
Accili/Ferrante 
 

Suneil Koliwad, MD, PhD 
University of California San Francisco 

“Myeloid Cells as Fat Sensors in Diverse 
Physiological Contexts” 

September 25 
 

Holiday 
Rosh Hashanah 9/24 – 9/26 

 

October 2 
Accili/Creusot 

Mark Atkinson, PhD 
University of Florida 

“Lessons from nPOD - Re-writing the 
textbooks on how type 1 diabetes develops 
in humans” 

October 9 
Goland 
 

Jason Baker, MD 
Cornell University 
 

“Diabetes in the Developing World” 

October 16 
Leibel 
 

Sara Seager, Ph.D 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology  

“The Search for Earth 2.0” 

October 23 
Goland 
 

Louis Philipson,  
University of Chicago 

“The Clinical and Genetic Spectrum of 
Monogenic Diabetes” 

October 30 
Leibel 
 

Eric Ravussin, PhD 
Director Nutrition Obesity Research 
Center, Douglas L. Gordon Chair in 
Diabetes and Metabolism, 
Pennington Biomedical Research Center 

“Caloric Restriction and Biomarkers of 
Aging” 

November 6 
Accili 
 

Andrew Stewart, MD 
Director, Diabetes, Obesity and 
Metabolism Institute  

“Novel Approaches to Induction of 
Human Beta Cell Proliferation for  
Diabetes” 

November 13 
Leibel 
 

Eric Schadt, PhD 
Chair of Genetics and Genomic Sciences 
and Director of Icahn Institute for 
Genomics and Multiscale Biology, Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 

“The Network Organized Wisdom Of 
Crowds: Harnessing the Digital 
Universe of Data to Better Understand, 
Treat, and Prevent Disease” 

November 20 
Goland CANCELED  

November 27 
Thanksgiving 
 

Holiday  

December 4 
Accili/Ferrante 
 

CANCELED - Ruth Harris, Ph.D 
University of Georgia 

 

December 11 
Leibel 

Nissim Benvenisty, MD, PhD  
Professor, Director, Stem Cell Center, The 
Hebrew University 

“Understanding Imprinting Disorders 
Using Pluripotent Stem Cells” 

December 18 
Accili 

CANCELED  
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December 25 
 

Holiday  

January 1 
 
 

Holiday  

January 8 
Goland 

Douglas Kanter,  
Databetes 

“Patient-Centric Design & Technology” 

January 15 
Leibel 
 

Anthony Sclafani, PhD 
Distinguished Professor 
Department of Psychology 
Brooklyn College of CUNY 
Brooklyn, NY 11210 

 

“Food preferences and hedonics: Role 
of mouth and gut nutrient sensors” 
  
 

January 22 
Goland 

Dr. Linda DiMeglio, 
Indiana University 

“Translational Advancements in 
Prevention and Treatment of Type 1 
Diabetes” 

January 29 
Accili 

Rupangi Vasavada, Ph.D. 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 

“A Novel Bone-Related Factor in the 
Regulation of Rodent and Human Beta 
Cells” 

February 5 
Goland 
 

Rebecca J. Brown, M.D., M.H.Sc.  NIH “From Hormone to Pharmaceutical, the 
story of leptin in lipodystrophy” 

February 12 
Leibel 
 

George Kunos, MD, Ph.D 
Scientific Director, NIAAA/NIH 

“The role of the endocannabinoid/CB1 
receptor system in the control of energy 
metabolism in health and disease” 

February 19 
Accili/Ferrante 
ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. 

Jean Schaffer, Director of the Diabetes 
Research Center at Washington 
University 

“Metabolism: Sno in the Forecast” 

February 26 
Accili 
ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. 

Adolfo Garcia Ocana 
Mount Sinai 
 

“Control of Beta Cell Proliferation and 
Expansion by Protein Kinase C Zeta” 

March 5 
Leibel 
6th Floor Conf Rm 

Ann-Hwee Lee, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine,  
Pathology and Laboratory Medicine 
Weill Cornell Medical College 

“Unfoled protein response in 
metabolism”. 

March 12 
Accili 
ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. 

Jeffrey Bluestone, Ph.D.             
A.W. and Mary Margaret Clausen 
Distinguished Professor  
Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost 
University of California, San Francisco  

The interface of autoimmunity and beta 
cell death in T1D 

March 19 
Leibel 
ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. 

Klaus H. Kaestner, Ph.D. 
University of Pennsylvania Perelman 
School of Medicine 
 

“Epigenomic Targeting of Beta-cell 
Replication: Toward a New Therapeutic 
Approach to Diabetes” 

March 26 
Goland 

Silvio Inzucchi, MD, Yale University Antihyperglycemic Therapy and CVD: 
In Search of the Holy Grail 
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ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. 
April 2 
Accili 
6th Floor Conf Rm 

Rebecca Haeusler, PhD Bile acids and insulin sensitivity 

April 9 
 

Holiday 
Passover 4/3 – 4/11 

 

April 16 
Goland 
ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. (if 
needed) 

Laura Alonso 
UMASS Med School 

Homeostatic control of beta cell 
proliferation by insulin demand 

April 23 
Leibel 
ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. (if 
needed) 

Christian Bjorbaek, Ph.D  
Associate Professor of Medicine 
Harvard Medical School  
 

Obesity-Diabetes-Leptin Action 

April 30 
Accili/Sussel 
ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. (if 
needed) 

Dirk Homann, MD, PhD 
Senior Faculty, Medicine, Endocrinology, 
Diabetes and Bone Disease 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 

Back to the future: an integrated 
perspective on the temporal 
organization of CD8+T cell memory 

May 7 
Goland 
6th Floor Conf Rm 

Joseph Majzoub, MD, Harvard Medical 
School 

MRAP2 and Energy Balance 

 

May 14 
Leibel 
ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. (if 
needed 

Martin J Blaser, MD 
Muriel and George Singer Professor of 
Medicine  
Professor of Microbiology  
Director, Human Microbiome Program  
New York University Langone Medical 
Center 

Microbiome, early life, obesity and 
diabetes 

May 21 
Accili 
ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. (if 
needed 

John Kappler, MD 
NJHealth 

Understanding the T cell Epitopes in 
Type-1 Diabetes 

May 28 
Leibel 
ICRC Auditorium, 
1st Floor, 1130 St. 
Nicholas Ave. (if 
needed 

CANCELED  

   

 


