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September 2016 - May 2017 

Naomi Berrie Diabetes Center Conference Schedule 

Thursdays, 9-10 am 

Russ Berrie Building, 1st Floor Conference Room 2 (**unless noted) 

 

Date Speaker Topic 

September 15 

Goland 

Alan M. Jacobson, M.D. 

Chief Research Officer 

Winthrop-University Hospital 

 

 

Sugar, Diabetes and the Brain: Too Sweet 

or Not Too Sweet? That is the question. 

September 22 

Goland 

Michael R. Rickels, MD, MS  

University of Pennsylvania 

Islet Transplantation for Type 1 Diabetes 

September 29 

Accili 

 

Pouneh Fazeli, MD 

Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston 

FGF21: Of Mice and Men 

October 6 

Accili/Remi 

Matthias Von Herrath, MD 

Professor, Division of Developmental 

Immunology 

Director, Center for Type 1 Diabetes 

Research 

La Jolla Institute for Allergy and 

Immunology 

Vice President & Head, Diabetes R&D 

Center at Novo Nordisk Inc. 

 

The Pathology of Human Type 1 Diabetes 

October 13 

Pi-Sunyer 

 

Pierre Lefebvre, MD, PhD, FRCP, MAE 

Emeritus (active) Professor of Medicine,  

The University of Liege, Belgium 

 

Glucagon: A bystander or a key actor in 

the pathogeny of diabetes mellitus ? 

Milestones and Lessons  

October 20 

Accili 

 

Joanne Hsieh, PhD  

Associate Research Scientist, Dept. of 

Medicine Molecular Medicine 

Columbia University Medical Center 

LXR Stabilization and Hepatoprotection 

in TTC39B Deficiency 

October 27 

Leibel 

Alejandro Caicedo, Ph.D.  

Miller School of Medicine, University of 

Miami 

Autonomic nervous system control of 

pancreatic islet function 

November 3 

Goland 

Steve Willi, MD 

University of Pennsylvania 
Premature Cardiovascular Disease in 

Pediatric Diabetes 

http://www.med.upenn.edu/apps/faculty/index.php/g5455357/p32032
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November 10 

Accili / Harry 

Kissileff 

 

 

Valérie Compan, PhD 

CNRS/INSERM/University, Montpellier, 

Nîmes France 

Comorbidity Factors of Diabetes: 

Anorexia, Overeating 

November 17 

Utpal Pajvani 

Luca Valenti 

Associate Professor 

Metabolic Liver Diseases  

Università degli Studi Milano 

 

Nonalcoholic Fatty Liver Disease: The 

Role of Genetics 

November 24 

Thanksgiving 

 

NO LECTURE  

December 1 

Goland 

 

 

Nadia Islam, MD 

Deputy Director of the NYU Center for the 

Study of Asian American Health and 

Director of the NYU Prevention Research 

Center, NYU School of Medicine 

Diabetes Disparities in the Asian 

American Community  

 

December 8 

Accili/ 

Xiaojuan Chen 

Al Powers, MD 

Director, Division of Diabetes, 

Endocrinology and Metabolism, Vanderbilt 

University School of Medicine 

Surprises and Unknowns in the Pancreas 

in Type 1 Diabetes 

December 15 

Leibel 

 

Colleen M. Novak, PhD  

Department of Biology and Neuroscience 

Kent State University, Ohio 

CNS Control of Muscle Thermogenesis 

December 22 

Holiday   

December 29 

Holiday 

 

 

  

January 5 

Goland 

 

Jon Giles, MD, MPH 

Columbia University 

Body Composition and Adipose Tissue in 

Rheumatoid Arthritis 

January 12 

Accili 

Claudio Villanueva, PhD 

University of Utah 

Lipid Metabolism 

January 19 

Leibel 

 

Atul Chopra, MD, PhD  

Baylor College of Medicine  

 

 

 

Fat-To-Liver Communication in the 

Control of Glucose Metabolism and 

Energy Balance  

 

January 26 

Goland 

 

Eitan Akirav, PhD 

Assistant Professor and Lead Scientist 

Winthrop University Hospital and Stony 

Brook University 

β-cell loss – From detection to 

replacement in type 1 diabetes 
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February 2 

Leibel 

 

Malcolm J. Low, MD, PhD 

Professor, Molecular & Integrative 

Physiology & Internal Medicine 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 

Weight Regulation and Behavioral 

Neuroscience 

February 9 

Leibel 

 

Richard Simerly, PhD  

Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 

Leptin Effects on the Development Of 

Hypothalamic Circuitry 

February 16 

Goland/Bogun 

 

Jeffrey A. Ascherman, M.D. 

Professor of Surgery at CUMC 

Site Chief, Division of Plastic Surgery 

Columbia University College of Physicians 

& Surgeons 

 

The Effects of Diabetes Mellitus on 

Plastic Surgery Outcomes: An Analysis of 

40,465 Patients 

February 23 

Leibel 

Vamsi K. Mootha, MD  

Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute & Professor, Department of 

Systems Biology  

Harvard Medical School 

Massachusetts General Hospital  

Mitochondrial Biology 

March 2 

Accili/ Chen 

 

Maureen Gannon, PhD 

Division of Diabetics, Endocrinology, and 

Metabolism 

Vanderbilt University 

 

Strategies for expanding functional 

pancreatic beta cell mass. 

March 9 

Goland 

Deborah J. Wexler, M.D, MSc 

Associate Professor of Medicine 

Harvard Medical School 

Associate Clinical Chief, MGH Diabetes 

Unit, and Co-Clinical Director, MGH 

Diabetes Center 

 

Practice-Based and Population Health 

Interventions for Type 2 Diabetes 

March 16 

Accili 

 

 

Shuibing Chen 

Assistant Professor  

Weill Cornell Medicine 

Department of Surgery 

Stem Cell, Genome-Wide Association 

Studies and Drug Discovery 

March 23 

Leibel 

 

Evan Rosen, MD, PhD 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, 

Harvard University.  

Role of Interferon Regulatory Factor 4 

(IRF4) in Adipose and Muscle Function 

 

March 30 

Goland 

 

Irwin Redlener, M.D. 

Director, National Center for Disaster 

Preparedness Earth Institute Professor of 

Health Policy and Management Mailman 

School of Public Health Columbia 

University 

& 

Michael Redlener, M.D. 

Assistant Professor Medical Director for 

EMS and Disaster Preparedness 

Department of Emergency Medicine Mount 

Sinai St. Luke's and Mount Sinai West  

Disaster Preparedness : Special 

Considerations for People with Chronic 

Health Conditions 
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April 6 

Accili 

Pere Santamaria, MD, PhD 

Professor, Department of Microbiology 

Immunology & Infectious Diseases 

Peptide-MHC-Based Nanomedicines for the 

Treatment of Autoimmunity: Engineering, 

Mechanisms and Diseases 

 

April 13 

Goland 

 

Magdalena Bogun, MD 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Naomi Berrie Diabetes Center 

 

Update on Inpatient Diabetes 

April 20 

Leibel 

 

Lecture Starts 

10:15AM 

Heike Muenzberg-Gruening, Ph.D. 

Pennington Biomedical Research Center 

Leptin Signaling and Central Circuits of 

Thermoregulation 

April 27 

Accili 

Matt M. Longjohn, MD, MPH 

Healthy Living Department 

National Health Officer 

YMCA of the USA 

Community Integrated Health and 

Diabetes Prevention 

May 4 

Leibel 
Dokmanovic Lecture 

Clay F. Semenkovich, M.D.   

Irene E. and Michael M. Karl Professor 

Chief, Division of Endocrinology, 

Metabolism & Lipid Research 

Washington University in St. Louis 

Lipid Signaling and Diabetes 
 

May 11 

Goland 
Catherine Tuck Lecture 

Kevan Herold, MD 

Professor of Immunobiology and of 

Medicine (Endocrinology); Deputy 

Director, Yale Center for Clinical 

Investigation; Director, Yale Diabetes 

Center 

Beta Cells are Important in Type 1 

Diabetes 

May 18 

Leibel 

May 18 

Susie Swithers, PhD  

Professor 

Department of Psychological Sciences 

Purdue University 

email: swithers@purdue.edu 

 

Artificial Sweeteners: Help Or Harm? 

May 25 

Accili 

Timothy A. Ryan, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biochemistry 

Weill Cornell Medical College, Cornell 

University 

The Cost of Thinking: Metabolic Support 

of Synapse Function 

June 15 

Accili 

Michele Solimena, M.D., Ph.D. 

Professor of Molecular Diabetology 

Medical School, TU Dresden, Germany 

Cell biology of pancreatic islets and 

diabetes 
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